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Response to Arguments 
Election/Restrictions 

Applicant's election with traverse of claims 1 - 22 in the reply filed on 7/10/2007 is 
acknowledged. The traversal is on the ground(s) that the restricted claims are directed 
to various embodiments of the same invention, not different inventions. This is found 
persuasive, hence the restriction requirement is withdrawn and all of the pending claims 
will be examined. 

DETAILED ACTION 
Priority 

Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 119(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 07/11/2005 has been 
considered by the examiner. The submission is in compliance with the provisions of 37 
CFR 1.97. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1 - 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Pavley 
(US patent No. 6,445,460). 

Regarding claim 1, Pavley teaches a method of concealing image information in 
a digital camera (column 5 lines 25 - 45) comprising: 

photographing an image (column 1 lines 37 - 50, column 2 lines 14-47, and 
column 3 lines 64 et seq.; image capturing device); digitizing the photographed image 
(column 1 lines 37 - 50, column 2 lines 14-47, and column 3 lines 64 et seq.; digital 
image capture); 

storing the digitized image (column 1 lines 37 - 50; stores digital images); 

determining whether to conceal image information acquired during photographing 
of an image using the digital camera (column 5 lines 25 - 45; a hidden file attribute 
provides a privacy feature that allows certain image files to be hidden); 

assigning a password to an image to be concealed (column 5 lines 25 - 45; a 
hidden file attribute provides a privacy feature that allows certain image files to be 
hidden and requires a password to access the file); 

setting concealment to the image to be concealed (column 5 lines 25 - 45; a 
hidden file attribute provides a privacy feature that allows certain image files to be 
hidden and requires a password to access the file); 

and not displaying the image set to be concealed when the camera is in an 
image reproduction mode (column 5 lines 25 - 45; a hidden file attribute provides a 
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privacy feature that allows certain image files to be hidden and requires a password to 
access the file). 

(Note: the method claim does not clearly outline the sequential steps (i.e. first 
step, second step, etc.) comprised therefor the examiner can take the comprised 
limitations in any order). 

Regarding claim 2, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 1, Pavley 
teaches all of the limitations of the parent claim. Additionally, Pavley teaches the 
method of claim 1, further comprising: if image concealment is not set before an image 
is photographed, determining whether to conceal the image (column 5 lines 25 - 45; a 
hidden file attribute provides a privacy feature that allows certain image files to be 
hidden; also column 3 line 64 - column 4 line 42 review mode), the determination 
occurring while the image is displayed in the reproduction mode after photographing 
(column 5 lines 25 - 45; a hidden file attribute provides a privacy feature that allows 
certain image files to be hidden); setting concealment to the image set to be concealed 
(column 5 lines 25 - 45; a hidden file attribute provides a privacy feature that allows 
certain image files to be hidden and requires a password to access the file); assigning a 
password to the image set to be concealed (column 5 lines 25 - 45; a hidden file 
attribute provides a privacy feature that allows certain image files to be hidden and 
requires a password to access the file); and not displaying the image set to be 
concealed (column 5 lines 25 - 45; a hidden file attribute provides a privacy feature that 
allows certain image files to be hidden and requires a password to access the file). 
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Regarding claim 3, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 2, Pavley 
teaches all of the limitations of the parent claim. Additionally, Pavley teaches the 
method of claim 2, further comprising: determining if an option for displaying information 
on the image set to be concealed has been selected (column 5 lines 25 - 45; a hidden 
file attribute provides a privacy feature that allows certain image files to be hidden and 
requires a password to access the file; also column 3 line 64 - column 4 line 42 review 
mode); allowing a password to be input (column 5 lines 25 - 45; a hidden file attribute 
provides a privacy feature that allows certain image files to be hidden and requires a 
password to access the file); finding the image set to be concealed if the assigned 
password matches the input password (column 5 lines 25 - 45; a hidden file attribute 
provides a privacy feature that allows certain image files to be hidden and requires a 
password to access the file); and displaying the found concealed image (column 5 lines 
25 - 45; a hidden file attribute provides a privacy feature that allows certain image files 
to be hidden and requires a password to access the file). 

Regarding claim 4, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 2, Pavley 
teaches all of the limitations of the parent claim. Additionally, Pavley teaches the 
method of claim 2, wherein a user determines whether to set concealment of image 
information by directly setting an application marker included in an Exif header in an Exif 
file format (figures 4 and 5; item 1 000 included in item 825 of header file 835 in figure 
4). 
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Regarding claim 5, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 1, Pavley 
teaches all of the limitations of the parent claim. Additionally, Pavley teaches the 
method of claim 1 , further comprising: determining if an option for displaying information 
on the image set to be concealed has been selected (column 5 lines 25 - 45; a hidden 
file attribute provides a privacy feature that allows certain image files to be hidden and 
requires a password to access the file; also column 3 line 64 - column 4 line 42 review 
mode); allowing a password to be input (column 5 lines 25 - 45; a hidden file attribute 
provides a privacy feature that allows certain image files to be hidden and requires a 
password to access the file); finding the image set to be concealed if the assigned 
password matches the input password (column 5 lines 25 - 45; a hidden file attribute 
provides a privacy feature that allows certain image files to be hidden and requires a 
password to access the file); and displaying the found concealed image (column 5 lines 
25 - 45; a hidden file attribute provides a privacy feature that allows certain image files 
to be hidden and requires a password to access the file). 

Regarding claim 6, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 5, Pavley 
teaches all of the limitations of the parent claim. Additionally, Pavley teaches the 
method of claim 5, wherein the option for displaying information on the image set to be 
concealed is selected by selecting a concealed-image-view menu item (column 5 lines 
25 - 45; a hidden file attribute provides a privacy feature that allows certain image files 
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to be hidden and requires a password to access the file; also column 3 line 64 - column 
4 line 42 review mode; also column 2 lines 48 - 63 menu). 

Regarding claim 7, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 1, Pavley 
teaches all of the limitations of the parent claim. Additionally, Pavley teaches the 
method of claim 1 , wherein a user determines whether to set concealment of image 
information by directly setting an application marker included in an Exif header in an Exif 
file format (figures 4 and 5; item 1000 included in item 825 of header file 835 in figure 
4). 

Regarding claim 8, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 1, Pavley 
teaches all of the limitations of the parent claim. Additionally, Pavley teaches the 
method of claim 1 , wherein the digitized image is stored on a memory card (figure 1 
item 354 removable memory). 

Regarding claim 9, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 1, Pavley 
teaches all of the limitations of the parent claim. Additionally, Pavley teaches the 
method of claim 1, further comprising: determining whether the camera is in an image 
reproduction mode (column 5 lines 25 - 45; a hidden file attribute provides a privacy 
feature that allows certain image files to be hidden and requires a password to access 
the file; also column 3 line 64 - column 4 line 42 review mode; also column 2 lines 48 - 
63 menu). 
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Regarding claim 10, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 9, Pavley 
teaches all of the limitations of the parent claim. Additionally, Pavley teaches the 
method of claim 9, further comprising: 

photographing an image (column 1 lines 37 - 50, column 2 lines 14-47, and 
column 3 lines 64 et secy.; image capturing device); 

digitizing the photographed image (column 1 lines 37 - 50, column 2 lines 14 - 
47, and column 3 lines 64 et sec/.; digital image capture); 

and storing the digitized image (column 1 lines 37 - 50; stores digital images). 

repeating the steps of determining whether to conceal image information 
acquired during photographing of an image using the digital camera (column 5 lines 25 
- 45; a hidden file attribute provides a privacy feature that allows certain image files to 
be hidden); 

assigning a password to an image to be concealed (column 5 lines 25 - 45; a 
hidden file attribute provides a privacy feature that allows certain image files to be 
hidden and requires a password to access the file); 

setting concealment to the image to be concealed (column 5 lines 25 - 45; a 
hidden file attribute provides a privacy feature that allows certain image files to be 
hidden and requires a password to access the file); 

if the camera is not in an image reproduction mode (column 5 lines 25 - 45; a 
hidden file attribute provides a privacy feature that allows certain image files to be 
hidden and requires a password to access the file). 



Application/Control Number: 10/804,533 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2622 

(Note: the method claim does not clearly outline the sequential steps (i.e. first 
step, second step, etc.) comprised therefor the examiner can take the comprised 
limitations in any order). 

Regarding claim 11, Pavley teaches a method of concealing image information 
in a digital camera comprising: 

photographing an image (column 1 lines 37 - 50, column 2 lines 14-47, and 
column 3 lines 64 et sec?.; image capturing device); digitizing the photographed image 
(column 1 lines 37 - 50, column 2 lines 14-47, and column 3 lines 64 et seq.; digital 
image capture); 

storing the digitized image (column 1 lines 37 - 50; stores digital images); 

determining whether to conceal image information acquired during photographing 
of an image using the digital camera (column 5 lines 25 - 45; a hidden file attribute 
provides a privacy feature that allows certain image files to be hidden); 

assigning a password for setting image information concealment of the digital 
camera (column 5 lines 25 - 45; a hidden file attribute provides a privacy feature that 
allows certain image files to be hidden and requires a password to access the file); 

setting concealment to the image to be concealed (column 5 lines 25 - 45; a 
hidden file attribute provides a privacy feature that allows certain image files to be 
hidden and requires a password to access the file); 

and not displaying the image set to be concealed when the camera is in a 
reproduction mode (column 5 lines 25 - 45; a hidden file attribute provides a privacy 
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feature that allows certain image files to be hidden and requires a password to access 
the file). 

(Note: the method claim does not clearly outline the sequential steps (i.e. first 
step, second step, etc.) comprised therefor the examiner can take the comprised 
limitations in any order). 

Regarding claim 12, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 11, Pavley 
teaches all of the limitations of the parent claim. Additionally, Pavley teaches the 
method of claim 1 1 , further comprising: if image concealment is not set before an image 
is photographed, determining whether to conceal the image (column 5 lines 25 - 45; a 
hidden file attribute provides a privacy feature that allows certain image files to be 
hidden; also column 3 line 64 - column 4 line 42 review mode), the determination 
occurring while the image is displayed in the reproduction mode after photographing 
(column 5 lines 25 - 45; a hidden file attribute provides a privacy feature that allows 
certain image files to be hidden); setting concealment to the image set to be concealed 
(column 5 lines 25 - 45; a hidden file attribute provides a privacy feature that allows 
certain image files to be hidden and requires a password to access the file); and not 
displaying the image set to be concealed (column 5 lines 25 - 45; a hidden file attribute 
provides a privacy feature that allows certain image files to be hidden and requires a 
password to access the file). 
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Regarding claim 13, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 11, Pavley 
teaches all of the limitations of the parent claim. Additionally, Pavley teaches the 
method of claim 11, wherein a user determines whether to set concealment of image 
information by directly setting an application marker included in an Exit header in an Exif 
file format for a digital camera (figures 4 and 5; item 1000 included in item 825 of 
header file 835 in figure 4). 

Regarding claim 14, Pavley teaches a method of concealing image information 
in a digital camera comprising: 

photographing an image (column 1 lines 37 - 50, column 2 lines 14-47, and 
column 3 lines 64 et seq.; image capturing device); 

digitizing the photographed image (column 1 lines 37 - 50, column 2 lines 14 - 
47, and column 3 lines 64 et seq.; digital image capture); 

storing the digitized image in a concealment folder (column 1 lines 37 - 50; 
stores digital images); 

determining whether to conceal image information acquired during photographing 
of an image using the digital camera (column 5 lines 25 - 45; a hidden file attribute 
provides a privacy feature that allows certain image files to be hidden); 

assigning a password for setting image information concealment of the digital 
camera (column 5 lines 25 - 45; a hidden file attribute provides a privacy feature that 
allows certain image files to be hidden and requires a password to access the file); 
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and not displaying the image stored in the concealment folder when the camera 
is in a reproduction mode (column 5 lines 25 - 45; a hidden file attribute provides a 
privacy feature that allows certain image files to be hidden and requires a password to 
access the file). 

Regarding claim 15, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 14, Pavley 
teaches all of the limitations of the parent claim. Additionally, Pavley teaches the 
method of claim 14, further comprising: if image concealment is not selected before an 
image is photographed, determining whether to conceal the image (column 5 lines 25 - 
45; a hidden file attribute provides a privacy feature that allows certain image files to be 
hidden; also column 3 line 64 - column 4 line 42 review mode), the determination 
occurring while the image is displayed in the reproduction mode after photographing 
(column 5 lines 25 - 45; a hidden file attribute provides a privacy feature that allows 
certain image files to be hidden); moving the image set to be concealed to the 
concealment folder and storing the image in the concealment folder (column 5 lines 25 
- 45; a hidden file attribute provides a privacy feature that allows certain image files to 
be hidden and requires a password to access the file); and not displaying the image 
stored in the concealment folder (column 5 lines 25 - 45; a hidden file attribute provides 
a privacy feature that allows certain image files to be hidden and requires a password to 
access the file). 
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Regarding claim 16, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 14, Pavley 
teaches all of the limitations of the parent claim. Additionally, Pavley teaches the 
method of claim 14, further comprising: determining if an option for displaying 
information on the image chosen to be concealed has been selected (column 5 lines 25 

- 45; a hidden file attribute provides a privacy feature that allows certain image files to 
be hidden and requires a password to access the file; also column 3 line 64 - column 4 
line 42 review mode); allowing a password to be input (column 5 lines 25 - 45; a hidden 
file attribute provides a privacy feature that allows certain image files to be hidden and 
requires a password to access the file); searching the concealment folder and finding 
the image set to be concealed if the assigned password matches the input password 
(column 5 lines 25 - 45; a hidden file attribute provides a privacy feature that allows 
certain image files to be hidden and requires a password to access the file); and 
displaying the found concealed image (column 5 lines 25 - 45; a hidden file attribute 
provides a privacy feature that allows certain image files to be hidden and requires a 
password to access the file). 

Regarding claim 17, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 15, Pavley 
teaches all of the limitations of the parent claim. Additionally, Pavley teaches the 
method of claim 15, further comprising: determining if an option for displaying 
information on the image chosen to be concealed has been selected (column 5 lines 25 

- 45; a hidden file attribute provides a privacy feature that allows certain image files to 
be hidden and requires a password to access the file; also column 3 line 64 - column 4 
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line 42 review mode); allowing a password to be input (column 5 lines 25 - 45; a hidden 
file attribute provides a privacy feature that allows certain image files to be hidden and 
requires a password to access the file); searching the concealment folder and finding 
the image set to be concealed if the assigned password matches the input password 
(column 5 lines 25 - 45; a hidden file attribute provides a privacy feature that allows 
certain image files to be hidden and requires a password to access the file); and 
displaying the found concealed image (column 5 lines 25 - 45; a hidden file attribute 
provides a privacy feature that allows certain image files to be hidden and requires a 
password to access the file). 

Regarding claim 18, Pavley teaches a digital camera (column 5 lines 25 - 45) 
capable of concealing image information (column 5 lines 25 - 45; a hidden file attribute 
provides a privacy feature that allows certain image files to be hidden) comprising: a 
main body having a lens portion and a display portion (figures 2A and 2B); a shutter 
installed at one side of the main body (figures 2A and 2B); a concealment setting input 
portion installed at one side of the main body (figures 1, 2A, and 2B) that allows a user 
to determine whether to set concealment of image information by directly setting an 
application marker (figure 1 item 404; figure 2A items 412, 414, and 416; and figure 2B 
items 422, 424 and 420; also figure 7 user sets desired rules) included in an Exif header 
in an Exif file format (figures 4 and 5; item 1000 included in item 825 of header file 835 
in figure 4). 
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Regarding claim 19, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 18, Pavley 
teaches all of the limitations of the parent claim. Additionally, Pavley teaches the digital 
camera of claim 18, further comprising: a password input portion to input a password for 
concealment setting (column 5 lines 25 - 45; a hidden file attribute provides a privacy 
feature that allows certain image files to be hidden and requires a password to access 
the file). 

Regarding claim 20, Pavley teaches a digital camera (column 5 lines 25 - 45) 
capable of concealing image information (column 5 lines 25 - 45; a hidden file attribute 
provides a privacy feature that allows certain image files to be hidden) comprising: a 
main body having a lens portion and a display portion (figures 2A and 2B); a shutter 
installed at one side of the main body (figures 2A and 2B); a concealment setting input 
portion installed at one side of the main body (figures 1, 2A, and 2B) to store an image 
set to be concealed in a concealment folder in a storage medium (figure 1 item 354 
removable memory). 

Regarding claim 21, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 20, Pavley 
teaches all of the limitations of the parent claim. Additionally, Pavley teaches the digital 
camera of claim 20, further comprising: a password input portion to input a password for 
concealment setting (figure 1 item 404; figure 2A items 412, 414, and 416; and figure 
2B items 422, 424 and 420; also figure 7; also column 5 lines 25 - 45; a hidden file 
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attribute provides a privacy feature that allows certain image files to be hidden and 
requires a password to access the file). 

Regarding claim 22, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 20, Pavley 
teaches all of the limitations of the parent claim. Additionally, Pavley teaches the digital 
camera of claim 20, wherein the storage medium is a memory card (figure 1 item 354 
removable memory). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Ohmura (US patent No. 6,963,363) teaches that a method of canceling creation 
images in a camera using a password. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Usman Khan whose telephone number is (571) 270- 
1131. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thru 6:45-4:15; Fri 6:45-3:15 or 
Alt. Fri off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Ometzcan be reached on (571) 272-7593. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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